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1. Get started early!
 

 
 



1. Get started early!
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2. Write as you go!



Same conference, different formats…Tips for a well-formed citation:

3. Include well-formed citations from the start

Standardize reference label format (i.e., author-shortname)
• Indicate when there are two authors (i.e., oneANDtwo-shortname)
• Indicate if a single author (i.e., authorSINGLE-shortname)

Use consistent names for conferences

Given page constraints, remove unnecessary details

Add the DOI link and/or number

Same conference, different formats…



4. Keep organized with separate files and folder structure



Bonus:
Use the dev- files for paper-writing (draft) 
support only (e.g., custom LaTeX comments) 

Use the published- files for adding custom 
support (e.g., new style packages) that are 
approved by the conference venue

5. Keep all custom commands in one 
place under commands&packages



6. Always add a comment when including new packages to explain WHY



7. Use simple aliases to enforce 
consistency or combat uncertainty

*Aliases are new 
commands with 
no arguments.



8. Use custom commands for more complex (or variable) styles

New commands are also useful for maintaining consistency or combatting uncertainty, while providing 
additional support for inputs with one or more arguments.



9. Use custom status badges to facilitate collaboration.



10. Use new commands 
in figures.tex to make 
figure placement easier



11. Archive old content to remove (but save, just in case) in icebox.tex

Related work section you don’t need anymore? 

Figure that is too big for the final version?

Intro paragraph you really like, but doesn’t fit the story?

Add them to the icebox!



11. Archive old content to remove (but save, just in case) in icebox.tex



Bonus:
Jane’s Paper Polishing Checklist

q  Citations should have a non-breaking space (“~”)

q  Participant numbers should have a non-breaking space

q  Figure/Section references should have a non-breaking space

q  Every figure should be referenced in the text

q  There should be paragraph text under every section heading

q  Remove typographic “widows” and “orphans”

q  Figure captions should describe the image and takeaways

q  Check for and remove dangling “this”



Two benefits of removing widows and orphans:
1. Makes text clearer and more concise by removing unnecessary words
2. Saves a noticeable amount of space to provide more room for content

widow

orphan

I’d count this too



Captions should be 
standalone and 

just as informative 
as the text.

Figure 3: The (a) overview, (b) timeline, and (c) signal annotations after performing interactions.



“This is possible because 
signals express the bulk of an 

interaction technique, abstracting 
away the particular input events that 

trigger interactive behavior.”



“This ______ is possible because 
signals express the bulk of an 

interaction technique, abstracting 
away the particular input events that 

trigger interactive behavior.”

fill in the blank

algorithm?
technique?

visualization? approach?

simplification?

model?

system?

result?

finding?



Sometimes, it is impossible to 
make everything work…

so try your best and be open to compromises.



Try the template…

By Jane Hoffswell


